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REMARKS 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed 
November 19, 2004, in which the Examiner rejected claims 1-5, 12- 
21, 26-29, 32, 34, 35, 40, 41, and 43-48, and objected to claims 
6-11, 22-25, 30, 31, 33, 36-39, 42, 49 and 50. With this 
Amendment, Applicant has amended claims 1, 6, 12, 20-26, 32, 36, 
37, 41, canceled claims 31 and 42, and added new claims 51-74. 
Reconsideration of the application as amended is respectfully- 
requested . 

As a preliminary matter, Applicant requests that the 
Examiner acknowledge that the references cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statements that were filed December 8, 2003 and were 
received by the USPTO on December 10, 2003, have been considered. 
A copy of the Information Disclosure Statements and the return 
post cards are enclosed herein. Applicant requests consideration 
and entry of the cited references. 

On page 7 of the Office Action, the Examiner objected 
to claim 22 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
indicated that claim 22 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form. With this Amendment, Applicant has amended 
independent claim 1 to include substantially all of the features 
of dependent claim 20 and one of the disjunctively claimed 
features of claim 22 that the Examiner indicated as being 
allowable. Accordingly, Applicant submits that independent claim 
1 is in condition for allowance. Additionally, Applicant submits 
that all claims depending from claim 1 are allowable as being 
dependent from an allowable base claim, and requests that all 
rejections and objections to those claims be withdrawn. 

New independent claim 56 is similar to claim 1 in that 
it represents the independent form of one of the allowable 
disjunctively claimed features of previously presented claim 22. 
In other words, independent claim 56 includes one of the 
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dis junctively claimed features of claim 22, and substantially all 
of the features of claim 20 and independent claim 1. Accordingly, 
Applicant submits that independent claim 56 is presently in 
condition for allowance. Additionally, Applicant submits that all 
claims depending from claim 56 are also allowable as be dependent 
from an allowable base claim. 

Also on page 7 of the Office Action, the Examiner 
objected to claim 31 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but indicated that claim 31 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. With this Amendment, Applicant has 
amended independent claim 26 to substantially include all of the 
limitations set forth in previously presented claim 31 (now 
canceled) . Accordingly, claim 26 substantially represents 
previously presented claim 31 in independent form. Accordingly, 
Applicant submits that independent claim 26 is presently in 
condition for allowance. Additionally, Applicant submits that all 
claims depending from claim 26 are allowable as being dependent 
from an allowable base claim, and requests that all objections or 
rejections to those claims be withdrawn. 

Also on page 7 of the Office Action, the Examiner 
objected to claim 42 as being dependent from a rejected base 
claim, but indicated that claim 42 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. With this Amendment, Applicant has 
amended independent claim 41 to include substantially all of the 
features previously set forth in claim 42 (now canceled) . 
Accordingly, Applicant submits that claim 42 has been 
substantially written in independent form. Therefore, Applicant 
submits that claim 41 is presently in condition for allowance. 
Additionally, Applicant submits that all claims depending from 
claim 41 are allowable as being dependent from an allowable base 
claim, and request that all rejections and objections to those 
claims be withdrawn. 
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Also on page 7 of the Office Action, the Examiner 
objected to claim 6 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but indicated that claim 6 would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form. With this Amendment, Applicant has added new 
claim 63 that substantially includes all of the features 
previously presented in claim 6 and the base claim 1. Therefore, 
Applicant submits that independent claim 63 represents the 
independent form of previously presented claim 6. As a result, 
Applicant submits that independent claim 63 is presently in 
condition for allowance. Additionally, Applicant submits that all 
claims depending from claim 63 are allowable as being dependent 
from an allowable base claim. 

In view of the above comments and remarks, Applicant 
respectfully submits that the present application is in condition 
of allowance. Reconsideration of the application and favorable 
action is respectfully requested. 

The Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency 
required by this paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1123. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P. A. 

By: 

Brian D. Kaul, Reg. No. 41,885 

Suite 1600 - International Centre 

900 Second Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-3319 

Phone: (612) 334-3222 Fax: (612) 334-3312 
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